MEDIA FREEDOM
RAPID RESPONSE

22 March 2021

To: All Members of Parliament of the Czech Republic

Dear Member of Parliament,

Following up on our earlier letters of 11 March and 2 June 2020, we write to you again
regarding the politicisation of the Council of the Czech TV (Ceska Televize, CT).

On 18 March 2021, the Electoral Committee shortlisted twelve candidates to the Council,
among whom Parliament will now elect four new members. From the outcome of the
shortlisting process, political loyalties appear yet again to have outweighed expertise and
independence in terms of selection criteria.

This questionable pre-selection follows previous problematic elections for the CT Council
held on 27 May 2020. These changed the body's composition to the point where it can no
longer be considered impartial or representative of significantregional, political, social and
cultural currents of opinion, as legally mandated.

Since then, the partner organisations of the Media Freedom Rapid Response (MFRR) have
become concerned that this politicisation of the CT Council is increasingly leading to
politically-motivated activities: first through the firing in November of every single
member of its own supervisory board and secondly with its apparent efforts to pressure
and dismiss the CEO, Petr Dvorak. That this is happening ahead of tightly -contested
parliamentary elections later this year poses major questions as to its motive.

Public service media ought to be a source of unbiased information and diverse political
opinion. To this end, the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers' Recommendation on
public service media governance (CM/Rec(2012)1) specifies that ‘independence is the
core requirement for every public service media organisation” and that “securing and
safeguarding independenceis therefore a primary role of any framework of public service
media governance”. Accordingly, “appointment processes should be designed so that the
appointments cannot be used to exert political or other influence over the operation of
the public service media.”

The undersigned partners in the MFRR are concerned that these international standards,
which ensure citizens' access to pluralistic public service media, are no longer met in the
Czech Republic. We call on you to reverse the ongoing politicisation of the C ouncil and to
proactively ensure its balanced composition, in accordance with domestic and
international law and standards.


https://www.ecpmf.eu/joint-request-to-all-members-of-parliament-of-the-czech-republic-to-preserve-freedom-and-independence-of-public-service-tv/
https://www.ecpmf.eu/follow-up-request-mps-czech-to-preserve-freedom-and-independence-of-public-service-tv/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/freedom-expression/committee-of-ministers-adopted-texts/-/asset_publisher/aDXmrol0vvsU/content/recommendation-cm-rec-2012-1-of-the-committee-of-ministers-to-member-states-on-public-service-media-governance-adopted-by-the-committee-of-ministers-o?inheritRedirect=false

Sincerely,

Signed:

ARTICLE 19

European Centre for Press and Media Freedom (ECPMF)
European Federation of Journalists (EFJ)

International Press Institute (IPI)

OBC Transeuropa

Komu: Véem poslanctm Parlamentu Ceské republiky

Vazene poslankyné, vazeni poslanci,

V havaznosti na nase predchozi vyzvy ze dne 11. brezna a 2. Cervna 2020 se na Vas znovu
obracime ve véci politizace Rady Ceske televize (CT).

Dne 18. brezna 2021 zvolil volebni vybor Poslanecke snemovny do uzsiho vybéru dvanact
kandidatt do Rady CT, z nichz nyni parlament zvoli ¢tyfi nové ¢leny. Z vysledku volby do
uzsiho vybeéru je patrne, ze politicka loajalita prevazovala nad odbornosti a nezavislosti, co
se tyka kritérii vybéru.

Tato sporna predvolba navazuje na predchozi problematické volby do Rady CT konané
dne 27. Kvétna 2020. Ty zménily slozeni Rady tak, ze ji jiz nelze povazovat za nestrannou,
ani reprezentujici Siroké spektrum vyznamnych regionalnich, politickych, socialnich a
kulturnich proudu, jak je narizeno zakonem.

Partnerské organizace projektu Media Freedom Rapid Response (MFRR) jsou take
znepokojeny tim, Ze tato politizace Rady CT vede v &im dal vétsi mife k politicky
motivovanym aktivitdm, jako odvolani véech &lenli dozoréi komise Rady CT v listopadu,
nebo zjevna snaha o natlak a odvolani generalniho reditele Petra Dvoraka. To, ze se toto
déje pred parlamentnimi volbami, ktere se uskutecni letos na podzim, vyvolava zasadni
otazky ohledné motivu téchto kroku.

Verfejnopravni media maji byt zdrojem nestrannych informaci a maji prezentovat
riznorodeé politicke nazory. Za timto ucelem stanovi doporuceni Vyboru ministri Rady EU
o spravé meédii vergjné sluzby (CM / Rec (2012) 1), ze ,nezavislost je zakladnim
pozadavkem pro kazdou verejnopravni medialni organizaci®, a ze ,zajisténi nezavislosti je
proto primarnim ukolem jakéhokoli ramce spravy verejnopravnich medii®. V souladu s tim
ma byt ,proces volby (clent Rady) navrzen tak, aby tato volba nemohla byt zneuzita k
uplatnéni politického nebo jiného vlivu na fungovani verejnopravnich medii‘.



Nize podepsani partneri projektu Media Freedom Rapid Response (MFRR) se obavaji, ze
tyto mezinarodni standardy, ktere zajistuji pristup obcanut k pluralitnim verejnopravnim
mediim, jiz v Ceské republice nejsou plnény. Vyzyvame Vas, abyste zastavili probihajici
politizaci Rady CT a proaktivné zajistili jeji vyvazené slozeni v souladu s vnitrostatnim a
mezinarodnim pravem a normami.

S pozdravem,

Podepsani:

ARTICLE 19

Evropske centrum pro svobodu tisku a médii (ECPMF)
Evropska federace novinart (EFJ)

Mezinarodni tiskovy institut (IPI)

OBC Transeuropa

This letter has been written by the Media Freedom Rapid Response (MERR), which tracks, monitors and responds to
violations of press and media freedomin EU Member States and Candidate Countries. This project provides legal and practical
support, public advocacy and information to protect journalists and media workers. The MFRR is organised by a consortium led
by the European Centre for Press and Media Freedom (ECPMF) including ARTICLE 19, the European Federation of
Journalists (EFJ), Free Press Unlimited (FPU), the Institute for Applied Informatics at the University of Leipzig (InfAl),
International Press Institute (IP1) and CCl/Osservatorio Balcani e Caucaso Transeuropa (OBCT). The projectis co -funded by
the European Commission.
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https://www.mfrr.eu/

